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Fake News: Does Truth Matter
The Influence of Deception
In an epidemic of fake news, society gradually loses its sense of veracity. So, in return, we are engulfed in this sensation of insecurity and forced to determine for ourselves what can be trusted. Additionally, as multimedia use expands, various types of people can publicize a myriad of information and present biased works as impartial facts. By misinterpreting works of prejudice for the truth, it can lead to a lasting effect on what is perceived by the world, causing an uproar of frustration and angst from the lack of simply knowing what is true. The truth expands our knowledge of ourselves and the reality in which we live in, granting the ability to understand concepts that would otherwise be uncertain. 
The spectrum between facts and bias blurs due to the vast information obtainable, and just about anyone can contribute to the chaos. Wikipedia, for example, allows anyone to write or edit information with little restriction or regulations, and according to Katie Hafner of the New York Times, "intentional mischief can go undetected for long periods," making information that is displayed in Wikipedia misinform an unaware audience. Also, people are generally more inclined to find information in the fastest way with the least amount of effort, in which case, Wikipedia holds an advantage as well, as it's typically placed in the front page of search engines like Google, Bing, and more. Wikipedia, unfortunately, isn't the only oasis for fake news, as popular social media like Twitter, has also broadcasted untrue events. For instance, Zeke Miller, a reporter for Time magazine, announced that president Donald Trump had removed the bust of Martin Luther King, Jr., and despite clearing up the allegations, in the end, it still proves just how easy it is to make false claims and see how many people blindly follow along. 
These lies people aimlessly adhere to cause confusion, anger, and fear to be formed, and may even enforce these emotions to be directed towards ourselves. Deceitful, even harmful news like about smoking, drinking or even dieting has caused problems not just with trust, but with our own selves, and not just mentally but physically as well. It is essential, as media comes to be more prevalent in our lives, that people don't feel obliged to believe everything they see because it's almost elementary to manipulate a photograph and change a story. Now it's crucial to background check the author and analyze the information given to ensure that it matches up. New York Times author, Sapna Maheshwari, made a point of this as another accusation had been made on Twitter by a co-founder of a marketing company in Texas, Eric Tucker, who implicated that "anti-Trump protestors weren't as organic as they seem." His allegation quickly spread, and it went into such a pandemonium, that no one hardly listened to when Tucker later tried to refute his own claims. The audience listened to what they had wanted to hear, but when it came to light that it was a false accusation, no one was around to hear it.
People want to have the knowledge to know what is true or false, however, it's difficult to admit false declarations that have been personally believed, because it would be a means of admitting ignorance. Fake news or lies, in general, have always been a problem in societies. Yet, as of recently, it's become apparent of how the loss of trust in the news has advanced to the loss of trust in each other as a community.  Karen Barlow of the Huffington Post has taken notice of the lack of faith, and has called for "good, ethical, un-biased public interest journalism," and it truly is something that is needed, especially now, because honesty does matter.
The truth is what keeps people sane because, in a world full of the unknown, it helps to have some type of understanding of what is going on. Even news that is about a place an ocean away is significant because we are interdependent on one another. If lies were to become our truths, there wouldn't be much sense of anything in the world, because everyone would have their own versions of the truth and it would only grow to be a society of anarchy. We learn, grow and mature as the truth presents itself to us, and the news should be aiding us to do so.
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